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800-837-6166
248-335-6166

 allan@drdanielsandson.com
 Helping People Since 1957

DR. DANIELS AND SON 
REAL ESTATE LOANS

CASH FOR LAND CONTRACTS 
DIVORCE LIENS AND/OR
NOTES ON REAL ESTATE

 • PRIVATE MONEY 
 • ANY CREDIT SCORE, ANY REASON
 • $10,000 TO $500,000 
 • VACANT LAND OK
 • INVESTMENT PROPERTY OK
 • FAST FUNDING, FREE CONSULTATION

Free! Family Fun Night Out Free!

POLICE CHIEF VAL GROSSMAYOR CLARANCE PHILLIPS

FAMILY FUN AND ENTERTAINMENT, MUSIC, POLICE DEMONSTRATIONS
FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

HOSTED BY THE CRIME PREVENTIION COMMITTEE OF THE PONTIAC REGIONAL CHAMBER

HOSTED BY:

Thursday, August 2nd 5:30-7:30 p.m.
PONTIAC POLICE DEPARTMENT, 110 E. Pike St., at Woodward
Entertainment, Music, Games & Prizes, Food & Refreshments Available.

Thanks to our 
Sponsors: 

By MICHAEL GREENLEE
Special to The Oakland Press

Elizabeth Gray, 18, of  Lake Orion has 
found that about 50 pints of  blood are as 
good as cash, if  not better.

Gray will coordinate a blood drive 
1-7 p.m. today at her church, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran, 1950 S. Baldwin, 
Lake Orion.

The drive is part of  the American Red 
Cross’ Making a Difference Summer 
Scholarship Program. It gives high 

school graduates the opportunity to 
raise $500 in scholarship funds for 30 to 
55 successful donors. If  there are more 
than 55, Gray could receive a $750 schol-
arship.

“Last time I checked, I think I had 
about 55 of  them,” Gray said. “I’m hope-
ful. I have that many appointments, but 
if  they can’t give blood, it doesn’t count.”

 To donate blood, the Red Cross main-
tains that donors must be in general 
good health, at least 17 years old and 
weigh 110 pounds or more.

Bridget Hyde is a donor recruitment 
representative for the Red Cross. It’s her 
second year working with the organiza-
tion. She said inventory is scarce in the 
summer.

“Our blood supply just plummets, 
with more people driving and more 
accidents,” Hyde said. “When they’re on 
vacation or it’s hot out, (people) aren’t 
apt to donate.”

Hyde said 20 percent to 25 percent of  
the blood supply comes from college and 
high school students.

“When school’s out, we lose those 
high school donors,” she said.

It’s up to Gray to do all the recruiting 
and the publicity. 

The Red Cross sends nurses, as in a 
regular blood drive.

It’s not entirely new territory for 
Gray. She has worked in blood drives 
at her school since her freshman year, 
when she joined the student council.

The scholarship money will go 
directly to Central Michigan University, 
where Gray will major in commercial 

recreation and event management.
“I eventually want to work for a 

sports team, running a stadium or doing 
promotional work,” she said.

Lake Orion High School awarded 
Gray a $500 scholarship, and CMU has 
promised $2,500 a year if  her grade 
point average stays above 3.25 and she 
lives in dorms for two years.

Blood drive will benefi t student How to donate
Donors may schedule appoint-

ments for the blood drive by going to 
www.givelife.org and typing in the 
sponsor code: goodshepherd1, or by 
calling (248) 891-8894. Walk-ins also 
are welcome.

By CHARLES CRUMM
Of The Oakland Press

Oakland County Sheriff  
Michael Bouchard has become 
the second countywide official to 
endorse Republican Mitt Romney 
for president.

Bouchard announced Monday 
he is supporting the former 
Massachusetts governor and 
joining his Michigan campaign.

“Governor Romney is not 
afraid to confront challenges fac-
ing our country,” Bouchard said 
in written and audio statements.

“He recently proposed federal 
legislation, ‘One-strike, You’re 
Ours,’ to crack down on Internet 
predators who seek to harm our 
most precious asset, our chil-
dren,” Bouchard said.

Bouchard will be a co-chair-
man of  the Romney campaign 
in Michigan, along with sev-
eral Republicans — U.S. Reps. 
Dave Camp, Pete Hoekstra and 
Joe Knollenberg, who is from 
Bloomfield Hills; state House 
Minority Leader Craig DeRoche 
of  Novi; and former Lt. Gov. Dick 
Posthumus.

Oakland County Executive L. 
Brooks Patterson, a Republican, 
endorsed Romney in August before 
he formally entered the race.

Early 
Republican 
front-run-
ners with 
Romney 
include 
former 
New York  
Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani 
and U.S. 
Sen. John 
McCain of  
Arizona.

Both Giuliani and McCain 
made campaign appearances for 
Bouchard last year in his unsuc-
cessful U.S. Senate race.

“I actually waited a long 
time to make my decision, for a 
couple reasons,” Bouchard said. 
“I respect the other candidates. 
They all came in to help me.

“I thought it was the respectful 
thing to take time and not rush 
into doing anything,” Bouchard 
said. “I appreciate all of  them 
and their contributions.”

The conservative Romney, 60, 
is the son of  former Michigan 
Gov. George Romney, and grew 
up in Oakland County. 

Contact staff writer Charles 
Crumm at (248) 745-4649 or char-
lie.crumm@oakpress.com.

Bouchard 
to support 
Romney
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Cox blasts state prison proposal 
FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

LANSING — Attorney 
General Mike Cox and other law 
enforcement officials Monday 
blasted a proposal by Democratic 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s admin-
istration to change Michigan’s 
sentencing laws so fewer crimi-
nals are locked in state prison 
and county jails.

Cox, a Republican, called 
the plan seriously flawed and 
“mythic,” arguing it would 
threaten the safety of  the public 
and police officers.

He was joined at a news con-
ference by sheriffs, police chiefs 
and others.

Oakland County Sheriff  Mike 
Bouchard didn’t join the confer-
ence but also gives low marks to 
the governor’s plan.

“We think that it’s going to 

be extremely detrimental to our 
population count on a number of  
levels,” Bouchard said.

The plan would affect future 
criminals by making 140 felonies 
into misdemeanors, reducing 
penalties for 58 other felonies, 
reclassifying the time served for 
drug and property crimes and 
putting lower-level offenders 
behind bars for less time.

Turning felonies into mis-
demeanors means people 
convicted of  crimes are more 
likely to wind up in county jails, 
Bouchard said.

 “Most misdemeanors wind up 
in county jails,” he said. “While 
it frees up beds in state facili-
ties, it has the opposite effect in 
county facilities.”

Bouchard said overcrowd-
ing emergencies are already 
occurring in Oakland, Macomb, 
Wayne and Ingham counties.

Russ Marlan, spokesman for 
the Michigan Department of  
Corrections, which developed the 
plan, responded that Michigan 
has the Midwest’s highest per-
capita prison incarceration rate 
and spends more on prisons than 
on universities.

By saving prison costs, Marlan 
said, the state can spend more 
on drug treatment and other pro-
grams to reduce recidivism.

Under the proposal, the prison 
system would house 3,300 fewer 

inmates over three years. Space 
in crowded county jails would 
drop by 2,000 beds in a year, 
according to the Corrections 
Department. Bouchard disputes 
any drop in county jail popula-
tions from the plan.

Corrections officials say the 
way to cut or slow prison spend-
ing is closing prisons. State gov-
ernment spends $31,000 a year 
housing one prisoner.

Republican lawmakers, how-
ever, say Granholm should focus 
on lowering recidivism and 
reducing the per-prisoner cost of  
incarceration, including taking 
a look at what prison guards are 
paid.

Oakland Press staff writer 
Charles Crumm and The 
Associated Press contributed to this 
report.

The plan would 
make 140 felonies 

into misdemeanors.

FARMINGTON HILLS
Singers can study stage 
performance technique
Singers ages 14-18 can enroll for 
“The Next Stage,” a program 
that teaches stage performance. 
It’s offered through the city of  
Farmington Hills at the Players 
Barn Theater on 12 Mile Road. It 
runs 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Aug. 
3 for $350, or $355 for nonresi-
dents. Students are taught about 
appearance, video and recording 
techniques and stage presence. 
All students make a compilation 
music video demo. To register, go 

to www.thenextstage.us or call 
(248) 473-1859. 

— Special writer Karen 
Auchterlonie


