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loosestrife plants were found in the areas
where the herbicides had been used -when
he and the students reexamined the area in
the summer of 1992,

The sportsmen’s -groups—Drummond
Island Sportsman’s Club, Tri-County
Wildlife. and the Islands Wiidlife group in

25 Cheneaux—donated money for the her-
bicide, wages, and travel expenses for the
students, with the Drummond Island club

also providing a boat, motor, and sprayer. .

{Reeves wo acknowledged the generous
support of the Shiawassee Flats Hunters
and Citizens who have provided $8,600 w0
heip fight loosestgife’s incursion.)

Unfortunately, Scuillere noted. a three-
to five-acre site in Les Cheneaux was
discovered later in the year, and he thinks
there may be a significant infestation of
loosestrife there this vear. Also, on the
Canadian side of the St. Marys River, a
significant stand of loosestrife was found,
which means seeds from that group can
travel the entire St. Marys system. That,
Souillere said, is a little scary.

But the use of glyphosate herbicides such

" as Roundup on dry sites and Rodeo on wet

sites has its limitations. Glyphosate is not
selective and will kill anything green within
its touch. Careful and specific application
is a must to avoid damaging other foliage
near loosestrife. That careful approach,
although effective on small stands, makes
application time-consuming and expensive.

Flegler said a more selective herbicide,
Garlon 3-A from DOWELANCO, a sub-
sidiary of Dow Chemical in Midland, was
tested last year on a site in the Pointe
Mouillee area near Monroe. While Garlon

3-A does not harm grasses, sedges, cattails,

rushes, reeds, and others as it is'a broad-

" leaf-selective herbicide, its current legal use
is limited to dry-land areas. The spraying
at Pointe Mouillee was conducted under an
experimental use permit through the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and includ-
ed some water areas. And it was successful,
according to Rex Ainslie, DNR game area
manager at Pointe Mouillee.

The testing was in 80 acres of the Long
Pond impoundment area, he said, because
it 1s a managed waterfow] hunting arez also.
The positive effects testers hope to achieve
are to improve the vegetation by rein-
troducing a number of native species once
the loosestrife is killed which, in turm,
would help hunters since they could more
easily recover downed ‘waterfowl and not
have their boots and clothing ripped by the
branches of the loosestrife stalk.

Ainslie said the Garlon apparently did not
harm any aquatic life in the test area. He
made a visual inspection of the acres where
the Garlon was sprayed and did not find any
fish or other aquatic mortality.

Ainslie noted that the DNR is conducting
the “‘largest freshwater project” in the
world with the restoration of 1,200 acres

of marsh at Point Mouilic.:. The marsh was
destroved several vears ago when high
waters from Lake Erie created a lake where
the marsh once was. As the marshland is
restored, the management of purple loose-
strife will be viml, Ainslie said.

Another part of the battle to control the
spread of loosestrife is educating the public
about the real threat the piant poses 10
wetlands. Scuillere discovered some
loosestrife growing on a patch of privately
owned land on Nesbish Island in the St.
Marys River. The couple who lived there
planted it themselves. Some retail stores in
the Lower Peninsula continue to sell
loosestrife as a decorative plant for yards,
Souillere said.

Ainslie works with county drain comumis-
sions and Michigan State University Exten-
sion agents to educate them and garner their
help to control loosestrife in watershed
areas, ditches, and near county drains. To
succeed, it must be a statewide effort,
Adinslie said.

*“The destruction of wetlands means, for
one thing, altering the food chain for many
animals such as frogs, ducklings, and
muskrats,’” Souillere said. “*Seed foods for
migratory waterfowl and cover for wetland
wildlife are also wiped out when loosestrife
takes over an area. At least seven different
species of plants are endangered when
loosestrife moves in.”’

Too often, notes Richard Henderson,
wildlife research biologist for the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural Resources, pur-
ple loosestrife is not considered a problem
until it is widespread; then, it is too late to
control.

First detected in Wisconsin in the early '
1930s, loosestrife is now found in 70 of the .

state’s 72 counties. In 1984 a private citi-
zen’s group, the Purple Loosestrife Task
Force, began to accumulate information
about loosestrife from herbarium records
and through observations turned in Dby
voluntears scarchma from roadsides around
the state. The general public was asked to
report sightings to the WDNR beginning
in 1985 and 1986, along with WDNR field
workers and professionals.

More than 2,200 separate colonies of
loosestrife were reported representing
about 450,000 plants covering 2,600 acres.

These figures, however, represent only

about eight percent of the total volume of
Lythrum salicaria across Wisconsin.

Wisconsin passed legislation in 1987 ban-
ning the sale, distribution, offering for sale,
planting, or cultivating of purple
locsestrife. Each violation of the law can
bring a $100 fine. Ohio also has made
loosestrife illegal to sell. Ainslie said he
would like to see the plant be declared a
noxious weed in Michigan..

Along with wetland destruction,
loosestrife can harmfully affect agricultural
areas by redu@hg quality wetland pasture

and wild meadows, according fo a {9
report preparad by an internatignal grong
Economic ioss for agriculture. the repor
stated. is estimated to exceed 52.6 millio)
anneally. '

**Successful, long-term control of purpl
loosestrife 15 dependent upon having :
variety of insect species that attack differen
parts of the piant at different stages of it
life cycle, are capable of existing over :
wide gecgraphic and climatic range, anc
possess good dispersal and host-finding
mechanisms,”” stated a 1990 research up-
date prepared by Richard Malecki of the
FWS and Hight.

The five states to receive the three beetles
for this first year of testing were New York,
Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Oregon, and
Washington. (Hight said officials in Michi-
gan refused to accept the be\.tle for the first
year.)

The beetles were first field tested in 1991
in some parts of western New York and
southeastern Pennsylvania following a
year-long study conducted in Virginia.

As the populanon grows within the test

" sites, more beetles will be- available for

distribution. The test sites should indicate,

Hight said, how many beetles are needed
in an area to effectively kil the loosestrife.
About 25,000 of the bestles, both adulis
and eggs, were released in the conrrolled
sites, Results won't be known until later

this sumrmer.

The beetles differ from the wood nymph
moth by attacking the rocts and inner cells
of the plant. This preVents the loosestrife
from developing new seeds and eventually
Kills the plant. While the moth puts signifi-
cant stress on the loosestrife, the plant’s
seeds are not damaged initially, enabling
it to spread its seeds.

Results from the testing, Hight said, will
be used to help the FWS in asking Congress
for more funding to continue. Since the
decade-long project with the beetles started,
Hight estimated about $500,000 has been
spent.

““The consensus of the scientists conduct-
ing the screening program is that the three
insects can be introduced into the United
States with little risk to other desirable
plants,” said the authors of the 1992 report.
““ Any risk is offset by the potential benefit
arising from the control of Lythrum
salicaria. Since [it] is outcompeting other
plants in the environment, the risk to rare

or endangercd plants appears greater if the

plant is not controiled.”

Hylobius transversovifians, Galerucella
calmariensis, and Galerucella pusilla are
unlikely to become household names, and
their success in reducing the threat of pur-
ple loosestrife’s stranglehold on our

wetlands won’t be known for awhile. Yet,

they are nature’s best weapons’

against the purple menace and
welcome immBevsed @oth2007S.
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